
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Issue 2 of Perfection 
News. There was some very positive 
feedback from the inaugural issue and I 
am pleased to roll out the second edition 
complete with submissions from some 
of our members, Thank You! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“COMMUNITY CARE IN 

THE NIAGARA 
DISTRICT” IS THE 
DISTRICT CHARITY 
FOR NIAGARA A 

DISTRICT 
 
R. W. Bro. David E. Gillis has 

selected “Community Care in the 
Niagara District” as the District Charity 
for this masonic year.  At the District 
Meeting on Tuesday, August 27th., 2013, 
Ms. Marcy Heit made a presentation on 
the work that Community Care does.  
She explained that the numbers of 
underemployed, or working poor  and 
unemployed is ever increasing.  
Community care assists over 1850 
households every other month and half 
of those served are 18 years of age and 
younger. 

THE LOCAL SHRINE CLUB AT WORK… 
 

 
 
Bob Park, Wes Booth and Phil Farrell set up the Shriners Mobile BBQ for the 

Concord Soccer Tournament on Saturday, August 24th.   Our own George Mitchell 
and Mike Locke were also in attendance to help out. They had a very good day 
selling hot dogs, sausages, pop and water. This type of fundraising for children is 
carried out year round by the St. Catharines & District Shrine Club.  If you have a 
special event and would like a vendor that turns all the profits to good work for 
children, give a member of the local shrine club a call. 

 
 
Community Care  ( Continued from previous column… ) 
 
One point that Ms. Heit made is that there is a great need for men’s clothing and 

she sees the Masons, being a male dominated organization, as a good fit to help in 
this regard. As our DDGM and District Secretary pointed out, this charity was 
selected as we can help without putting our hands in our pockets.  Next time you are 
cleaning out the closet think of Community Care rather than a green garbage bag.  
There are numerous ways that lodges in the District can help, from clothing, food and 
volunteer opportunities.  The lodge can hold a food drive, clothing drive and so on. 
Money donations are also always very welcome. 
Some statistics: 4700 people sought shelter last year, 1300 children fed each month 
and 4000 lbs of food distributed daily. 

Community Care is always in need of volunteers and if you are able to commit to 
at least one three hour shift a week, Marcy would like to hear from you. 

For more information contact Ms. Heit at 905-685-1349 ext. 225 or 
mtheit@communitycarestca.ca  
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IN MEMORIAM 
 

Bro. Ralph Rawsthorne 
 

Iniated:  September 9, 1946 
Passed: November 18, 1946 
Raised:  January 27, 1947 
 

Passed to the Grand Lodge 
Above: August 11, 2013 

 
“We Cherish His Memory In Our 

Hearts” 

mailto:mtheit@communitycarestca.ca


A MASONIC HISTORY 
OF ST. THOMAS 

CHURCH 
 

Submitted by W. Bro. Tim Dunn. 
 
On Sunday, October 13th, 2013, 

members of Perfection Lodge 
together with family members 
attended at St. Thomas Church, 
Ontario Street, St. Catharines for 
Worship. 

 
There are several members of St. 

Thomas Church who are also 
members of Perfection Lodge, but the 
masonic connection to this church 
goes beyond membership. 

 
In 1876 the main Anglican 

(Episcopal) church in St. Catharines 
was St. Georges on Church Street.  
They were rivaled by Christ Church in 
Western Hill.  Of course, with no 
Burgoyne Bridge at that time, it was a 
major event to take a family up and 
down Shipton Hill in a buggy  to  
cross the canal into St. Catharines 
proper.  
 
Through community and church 
meetings it was decided to build a 
new church on Ontario Street:  
"Pursuant to notice of meeting of the 
congregation of Christ Church”, was 
held a few evenings ago of which 
there was a very large and  influential 
attendance.  The list of people 
present was made and several 
designs for churches were submitted 
and examined.  It was then resolved 
that the proposed church should have 
the capacity on the ground floor of 
from 700 to 800.  The church should 
be built of stone and the Building 
Committee be instructed to have 
plans prepared for a church and 
schoolhouse the cost of which, 
exclusive of the land, when 
completed not to exceed  $22,000.00.  

 
The Building Committee was to 

include the following people:  Thomas 
R. Merritt (son of William Hamilton 
Merritt), S. D. Woodruff, J. R. 
Benson, Dr. Theophilus Mack (a 
strong Mason, and who organized the 
first hospital on Cherry Street---four 
beds)  Calvin Brown ( St. Catharines' 
first Mayor), J.P. Merritt, G.P.M. Ball, 
Albert Brown, Dr. Goodman, Albert 
Chatfield, C.M. Arnold, Nehemiah 

Merritt,  T.H. Graydon, J. E Beaton, J. 
F. Saxton, W.S. Benfield and W.D. 
Magee, and a quorum of five.  There 
was also a number of ladies, the 
wives of most of these gentlemen, 
who would be the Ladies Aid."  
 

Of the fifteen bids from 
contractors, Mr. Beebe from Buffalo, 
N.Y. was accepted.  The ceremony of 
laying the Foundation Stone is 
recorded in the Minute Book of the 
Trustees: "Laid with Grand Masonic 
ceremonial."  Present: the Reverend 
Mr. Brookman and members of the 
committee and congregation also 
Grand Master J K. Kerr and Grand 
Lodge of Masons officiating. 
Contribution toward the erection of St. 
Thomas' Church by the Grand 
Masonic Body of Canada taken up 
and handed over to the Treasurer, - 
total $16.25.  New bill also by the 
Grand Master for the same - $20.00.  
Stone duly laid, coins and other 
tokens and memoranda having been 
deposited in the stone.  The architect 
and contractors were present.  Band 
obtained by the committee marched 
in procession with the Masons and 
from the City Hall and Lodge Hall, 
etc. and charged $25.00.  Trowel 
presented to Mr. Kerr, cost $14.00, 
and ceremonies performed.  Dr. Mack 
having delivered the address. The 
$25.00 charge for the band was paid 
by the Ladies Aid Society."  
 

There were several financial 
crises between the Committee and 
Mr. Beebe which involved demands 
for payment without inspection of 
work quality.  "Subscribers" to the 
new church were required to pay 
$4.00 a year in advance for their pew 
seat (illegal today) in order to raise 
funds to pay off the contractor.   Mr. 
Beebe refused to turn over the keys 
of the church until he was satisfied.   

 
The opening date of July was 

delayed several times, but the first 
service was held on October 15, 
1879.  
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO … 
 
Bro. John Branderhorst, Bro. 

Desmond Prashad and Bro. Charles 
Brown on being passed to the second 
degree.  Their Masonic journey is well 
and truly on its way. 

 
 

 

SPOTLIGHT on ... 
 

Our Newest Member 
 

 
 

Bro. William Douglas Mutch 
 

William (Bill) Mutch was born in 
Montreal, Quebec, in 1957. His 
father, a Second World War veteran, 
was a mechanical engineer in the 
crane design department of the 
Dominion Bridge Company in 
Lachine. When he was ten, his father 
was transferred to Niagara Falls to 
head up the design department of 
Provincial Crane and they moved 
there in the early part of 1968.   

After graduating from A.N. Myer 
High School, William joined the 
Lincoln and Welland Regiment and 
after completion of basic, advanced 
infantry training and a Combat 
Leaders Course, was assigned to be 
an instructor on the Basic Course in 
the summer of 1976.  In January 
1977  the Regiment was called to 
active duty to assist the civil power in 
the Blizzard of 77. He served as a 
driver and radio operator for five days 
and participated in several rescues in 
the Fort Erie area.   

William had applied to the 
Niagara Regional Police in mid 1976 
and was appointed to the Force as a 
Cadet in February 1977. After training 
at the Ontario Police College, he had 
a variety of assignments, including 
uniform patrol, traffic  unit, training 
unit and a two year secondment as 
an instructor at OPC, where he taught 
traffic law and accident investigation. 

Continued on next page… 



….William Mutch Continued. 

Although he had left the Army 
Reserve in 1981, he re-enlisted in 
1984 with the 10th Field Battery, 
Royal Canadian Artillery with whom 
he served until 2001.  He is now in 
the process of becoming an officer 
with the 23rd Air Cadet Squadron in 
St. Catharines.  He is currently 
working out of 2 District in Niagara 
Falls, assigned to uniform patrol in 
the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake.  

William is married to Linda and 
they have a daughter, Sarah, who is 
13. He also has two other children, 
Lauren, 24 and Douglas, 22, who live 
in Hamilton with their mother. 

His interests include military 
history, motorcycling, reading and 
music.  He is a member of Branch 
350, Royal Canadian Legion, and 
presently serves as Youth Education 
Chair. William is eagerly anticipating 
his journey in Freemasonry. 

 

 
 

We are charging along with our 
Cornerstone Project and thanks to 
the support of our members we are 
achieving results.  However the 
Project Coordinator can use some 
help as this project is a TEAM 
PROJECT.  The standards that we 
are attempting to achieve have been 
communicated to everybody and we 
need Team Leaders to help 
coordinate some of those activities. 
As well it is a must to provide the 
Project Coordinator with regular 
progress reports so that he can keep 
building the file for examination by 
Grand Lodge. 

 
Since the last major report from 

the Project Coordinator we have 
accomplished the following 
standards:  We held an Open House 
on Saturday, September 28, 2013, 
and 14 members with their families 
attended St. Thomas Church as a 
group on Sunday, October 13, 2013.  

Many thanks to Canon Reverend 
Kevin Bothwell for hosting us. 

 
The Temple has been booked for 

a Friend to Friend event and Niagara 
A District is on board with us to make 
this a District Event on Saturday, April 
5, 2014.  Many thanks to Bro. Kevin 
Haner, District F2F coordinator, for 
his enthusiasm with this project.   

 
We have also booked the 

banquet facilities of the temple on 
Saturday, December 7, 2013 for our 
very first ‘Widows & Families 
Christmas Dinner’.  In the past we 
simply delivered a Christmas Cake to 
the widows.  This dinner, together 
with their guests, helps keep them 
involved with Lodge activities. 

 
Also in December we will be 

Honoring our most Senior Brethren at 
the Regular Meeting followed by a 
Wine & Cheese Reception.  Their 
significant others will also be invited 
and an invitation has been extended 
to the DDGM and the District 
Secretary to attend. 

 
At the Regular Meeting in 

January, W.M. Mark Molnar will be 
holding a Lodge of Discussion and 
other Lodges in the District will be 
invited to attend. The foregoing 
events are just a few of the very 
exciting things happening in our 
Lodge, and there is more to come. 
 

One final point before signing off 
on this update.  The Winter Season is 
just around the corner.  It provides an 
excellent opportunity for the Brethren 
to help out their neighbors.  Clearing 
their driveway and sidewalk, helping 
get their car started, driving them to a 
doctor’s appointment, picking up a 
prescription and so on.  Please let the 
Project Coordinator know the dates, 
times and circumstances of your 
assistance.  This helps us achieve 
another standard. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Perfection Lodge No. 616 is having 
its 1st. Annual Christmas Dinner for 
Widows and Member Families. 
 
Saturday, December 7th. 2013 

6:00 pm 
 
Members will be getting more 
information in the next couple of 
weeks.  In the meantime put this date 
on your calendar.  You are invited to 
bring your children and/or 
grandchildren to help us celebrate the 
holiday season.  We will also need a 
couple of volunteers to assist the 
widows and others that may need a 
ride to the lodge.  Dress will be 
casual. 

 

 
 

MASONS THROUGH 
HISTORY 

 
Submitted by: Bro. Adam Kubias 

 
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

was initiated in June, 1780 at Amelie 
Lodge in Weimar. This lodge has 
since gone dark. Today, many of the 
lodges in Europe are irregular, owing 
to a schism that occurred another 
hundred years later. 

At 25, von Goethe was already a 
celebrated poet. At 31, he became a 
mason; and a master mason at 33. 
He wrote so many poems that Edgar 
Alfred Bowring translating the poems 
into English was forced to conclude: 

``It is impossible...to give all the 
writings of Goethe comprised under 
the general title of...poems. They 
contain between 30,000 and 40,000 
verses, exclusive of his plays and 
similar works.`` 

However, a true gem shines 
through. It is aptly named The 
Masonic Shield: 

“The future hides in it 
Gladness and sorrow; 

St. George’s No. 15 
 

Trivia Night &  
Chili Cook-Off 

 
Saturday, November 9th. 

6:30pm 
Masonic Memorial Temple 



We press still thorow,- 
Naught that abides in it 
Daunting us-onward. 
 
And solemn before us, 
Veiled the dark portal; 
Goal of all mortal:- 
Stars silent rest o'er us, 
Graves under us silent! 
 
While earnest thou gazest, 
Comes body of terror, 
Comes phantasm of error; 
Perplexes the bravest 
With doubt and misgiving. 
 
But heard are the voices, 
Heard are the sages, 
The worlds, and the ages: 
"Choose well; your choice is 
Brief, and yet endless. 
 
Here eyes do regard you 
In eternity’s stillness, 
Here is all fulness, 
Ye brave, to reward you; 
Work, and despair not." 

 
This is evocative of the Shield of 

Faith from Ephesians 6:10-18.  
 
“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in 
his mighty power. Put on the full 
armor of God, so that you can take 
your stand against the devil’s 
schemes. For our struggle is not 
against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the powers of this dark world 
and against the spiritual forces of evil 
in the heavenly realms.  
 
Therefore put on the full armor of 
God, so that when the day of evil 
comes, you may be able to stand 
your ground, and after you have done 
everything, to stand. Stand firm then, 
with the belt of truth buckled around 
your waist, with the breastplate of 
righteousness in place, and with your 
feet fitted with the readiness that 
comes from the gospel of peace. In 
addition to all this, take up the shield 
of faith, with which you can extinguish 
all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  
 
Take the helmet of salvation and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God. 
 
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers and requests. 
With this in mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the Lord’s 
people” 

Goethe was a religiously 
controversial figure. He wrote: 
 
“You look upon the gospel as it 
stands as the divinest truth: but even 
a voice from heaven would not 
convince me that water burns and fire 
quenches, that a woman conceives 
without a man, and that a dead man 
can rise again. To you, nothing is 
more beautiful than the Gospel; to 
me, thousand written pages of 
ancient and modern inspired men are 
equally beautiful.`` 
 

This was taken as a sign of 
atheism. The aforementioned schism 
was a result of certain lodges 
accepting masons who were atheists. 
If Goethe were both a proud mason 
and an atheist, this would cast the 
schism as being a natural 
progression. There is a 
preponderance of evidence that 
shows this not to be the case. 
 

In Faust, he writes: 
 
MARGARET;  
Promise me, Henry! 
 
FAUST; 
What I can! 
 
MARGARET; 
How thy religion fares, I fain would 
hear. 
Thou art a good kind-hearted man,  
Only that way not well-disposed, I 
fear. 
 
FAUST; 
Forbear, my child! Thou feelest thee I 
love; 
My heart, my blood I'd give, my love 
to prove, 
And none would of their faith or 
church bereave. 
 
MARGARET; 
That's not enough, we must 
ourselves believe! 
 
FAUST; 
Must we? 
 
MARGARET; 
Ah, could I but thy soul inspire! 
Thou honourest not the sacraments, 
alas! 
 
FAUST; 
I honour them. 
 
MARGARET; 
But yet without desire; 

'Tis long since thou hast been either 
to shrift or mass. 
Dost thou believe in God? 
 
FAUST; 
My darling, who dares say, 
Yes, I in God believe? 
Question or priest or sage, and they 
Seem, in the answer you receive, 
To mock the questioner. 
 
MARGARET; 
Then thou dost not believe? 
 
FAUST; 
Sweet one! my meaning do not 
misconceive! 
Him who dare name? 
And who proclaim, 
Him I believe? 
Who that can feel, 
His heart can steel, 
To say: I believe him not? 
The All-embracer, 
All-sustainer, 
Holds and sustains he not 
Thee, me, himself? 
Lifts not the Heaven its dome above? 
Doth not the firm-set earth beneath 
us lie? 
And beaming tenderly with looks of 
love, 
Climb not the everlasting stars on 
high? 
Do we not gaze into each other's 
eyes? 
Nature's impenetrable agencies, 
Are they not thronging on thy heart 
and brain. 
Viewless, or visible to mortal ken, 
Around thee weaving their mysterious 
chain? 
Fill thence thy heart, how large soe'er 
it be; 
And in the feeling when thou utterly 
art blest, 
Then call it, what thou wilt,-- 
Call it Bliss! Heart! Love! God! 
I have no name for it! 
'Tis feeling all; 
Name is but sound and smoke 
Shrouding the glow of heaven. 
 
MARGARET; 
All this is doubtless good and fair; 
Almost the same the parson says, 
Only in slightly different phrase. 
 
FAUST; 
Beneath Heaven's sunshine, 
everywhere, 
This is the utterance of the human 
heart; 
Each in his language doth the like 
impart; 
Then why not I in mine? 



MARGARET; 
What thus I hear 
Sounds plausible, yet I'm not 
reconciled; 
There's something wrong about it; 
much I fear 
That thou art not a Christian. 

 
Now we can see a truly masonic 

point. ``Do you believe in a higher 
power? Call it Bliss! Heart! Love! 
God!.`` It wasn`t that Goethe was 
atheist - just that he didn`t believe in 
a Church having absolute authority 
over the Beauty that shines forth 
through all of Creation. This is why 
masonry accepts those of all faiths. 
As long as one prescribes to this 
belief in a higher power, and as long 
as one believes this higher power has 
made its will known to man (But 
heard are the voices, Heard are the 
sages); and as long as one believes 
that virtue shall be rewarded (Ye 
brave, to reward you; Work, and 
despair not.); then one remains an 
upstanding Mason. Such was 
Goethe. 
 

 
MASONIC TRIVIA 

 
Submitted by: R.W. Bro. S. Greavette 

 
Q. What is the emblem on the 
wands of the Deacons ? 

A. The emblem is a dove – an 
indication that he is a messenger – ie:  
“…..carry the messages and 
commands of the W.M. …….. “ 

Q. What is the proper way to wear a 
Masonic ring ? 

A. There is no proper way.  It is a 
matter of personal taste. 

Q. Is taking pictures in the lodge 
during degree work permitted ? 

A. Taking pictures in the Lodge is 
not permitted at any time the Lodge is 
at work. 

Q. What is the mystic tie ? 

A. It is an expression used to signify 
the band off fraternal union among 
Freemasons.  It seems to have been 
first used by Robby Burns when he 
wrote, in a farewell to his Lodge: 

“Adieu, a heart warm fond adieu 
Dear Brothers of the Mystic Tie.” 

 

Looking for a Tux? 

W. Bro. George Mitchell advise that 
“Tuxedo Junction” near Buffalo, NY. 
Has an upcoming sale on November 
8 – 11th. Their tuxedos are very 
reasonably priced.  So if you are 
looking for a tuxedo, now is the time 
to buy. 
 

Tuxedo Junction 
120 Earhart Dr. 
Williamsville NY 

Airport area 
716 633 2406 

 
 

A Tale of Two Dogs 
 

The Senior Deacon of St. 
Andrew’s 661 shared this tidbit which 
W. Bro. David Ross put up on 
facebook, and it goes as follows: 
 

There is a story they tell of two 
dogs which both at separate times 
enter the same room. One dog 
comes out of the room wagging its 
tail, while the other dog comes out 
growling. A woman watching this 
goes into the room to see what could 
possibly make one dog so happy and 
the other so mad.  To her surprise 
she finds a room filled with mirrors.  
The happy dog found a thousand 
happy dogs looking back at him while 
the angry dog saw only angry dogs 
growling back at him. 
 

What you see in the world around 
you is a reflection of who you are. 
 

 
 

A Warm Masonic 
Tale 

By the Grand Registrar, R. W. 
Bro. Jacques Jake Lacourse 
  

A group of Masonic men were 
surrounding a campfire in the Old 
West, at night, discussing the 
Fraternity and its teachings. One old 
man listened patiently, and finally 
spoke up: "I can tell you more bout 
Masonry in a little example than some 
of the great Masonic philosophers 
can in books. Everybody stand up, 
and gather in a circle around the 
campfire."  

 
They did that. "Now, everybody 

hold hands with the man next to him." 

They did that, too. "Now, what do you 
see looking ahead ?"  

 
"The face of a brother through the 

flames."  
 
"What do you feel in front of 

you?" 
  
"The warmth of the fire, and the 

comfort it brings on a cool night."  
 
"What do you feel at your side?"  
 
"The warm hand of a brother."  
 
"OK. Now drop the hands, and 

turn around." They do so.  
 
“Now what do you see looking 

ahead?"  
 
"Complete darkness."  
 
"What do you feel looking 

ahead?"  
 
"A sense of loneliness, of being 

alienated".  
 
"What do you feel at your side?"  
 
"Nothing at all."  
 
"What do you feel on your 

backside?"  
 
"The warmth of the fire."  
 
"So it Is with Masonry," said the 

old man. "In Masonic gatherings, you 
can feel the warmth of Masonic 
interaction, you can see the face of a 
Brother through the light Masonry 
brings to you, and you can always 
feel the warm hand of your Masonic 
Brother. When you turn away from 
Masonry, and are out in the world, 
you see darkness, feel alienated and 
alone, and do not feel the warm hand 
of your Masonic Brother. But 
Masonry, and the warmth and light it 
brings, are just a turn away from 
you." 
 
 

WHAT IS A LODGE 
OF DISCUSSION? 

 
At the Regular Meeting in 

January, W. Bro. Mark Molnar will be 
holding a Lodge of Discussion so it is 

https://www.facebook.com/jacques.c.lacourse


therefore appropriate that we 
examine what it is. 
 

Simply put, a Lodge of 
Discussion is a way of engaging ALL 
brethren in talking about masonry.  It 
encourages active participation in the 
discussions on a variety of topics.  In 
this regard the moderator may throw 
out two or three ideas for the 
consideration of the brethren.  
Sometimes just one idea creates a 
range of controversy that is earnestly 
debated by those involved. This 
keeps meetings vibrant and promotes 
the purest aims of Freemasonry, that  

 

is the   philosophical and spiritual 
development of Man.  
 
 Recently on the Facebook group 
“Canadian Freemasons” a well 
respected Worshipful Master posed a 
question dealing with religion and 
masonry which sparked very 
enlightening debate on atheism and 
agnostics. 
 

This then is the concept of a 
Lodge of Discussion, and there are 
many topics that can be debated and 
this gets masons talking about 
masonry. 
 

One topic I know that is being 
considered by our Worshipful Master 
is “What is the role of Freemasonry in 
a modern society?” Do you have 
some thoughts on this? I am sure you 
do, so bring those thoughts along to 
the meeting and throw them out for 
general discussion. 
 
 Perhaps you have a question that 
you have been pondering but are 
unsure who to ask.  Send the 
Worshipful Master an e-mail and ask 
him to put it on the agenda.  All 
masonic ideas are welcome at a 
Lodge of Discussion. 

 
   
 
 
     

  DID YOU MISS IT THIS YEAR? 
 
 

 
 

The Bavarian Dancers of Club Heidleberg put on quite an energetic and entertaining show for us (twice) 
 

 If you missed the fun at this year’s Oktoberfest what can I say?  Mount Moriah Chapter No. 19 put on an 
excellent evening with good food, beer and entertainment.  Everyone present had a great evening. Quite a few 
lodges were represented and we had several friends present.  Speaking with the organizers I learned that 
arrangements are already being made for next year’s edition. So if you were unable to attend this year you have 
an opportunity to get in at the ground floor and start planning to attend next year.  Because of the location, ticket 
sales are limited to about 120.  Keep tuned to this newsletter as details emerge for Oktoberfest 2014 which has 
been booked for October 4th, 2014. 


